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could not stay long from my family and business, and therefore desired him to speak for me as soon as he could. He bade me come and dine with him the next day, which I did. We then talked this matter over again, and much to the same effect.
A sad accident happened at this time, which gave great occasion of discourse. One Temple (only son to Sir William Temple, a gentleman of 2,000/. a year) having married a French lady with 20,000 pistoles, a very accomplished and sober young man, and lately made Secretary of War (which was a great place) by King William, took a pair of oars, and when he came near the bridge upon the Thames leaped into the river and drowned himself, leaving a note in the boat to this purpose : ' My folly in undertaking what I could not perform, whereby some disadvantages have accrued to the King, is the cause of this. I wish him success in his undertakings, and that he may have a better servant.' It is a dangerous thing for some constitutions to give themselves over too much to melancholy or discontent. God keep us from the sad effects of it!
April 27. I dined with the Earl of Ailesbury, who was a true subject to King James, and when at his request I had given him an account of the manner how York was surprised, he told me that he was present a little before the King went away, when one told him (but who it was he had forgot) that it was believed that I was acquainted with the conspiracy, and suffered myself willingly to be confined, but that the King did not seem to give ear to it. I told his lordship if that had been so I had been restored to my government before now; and as the knave who said it could not know me, so the King knew me too well to believe it.
The Parliament went on in raising of money, and upon terms and persons that were much disobliged. There was a very strict poll, whereby almost nobody